PLANS  FOR  A NEW  LONDON

earlier methods had been reversed and the attempt to compel
the inhabitants to clear the streets had been given up. The
survey was dead, and, with it, all that it implied.

This was a fateful change for the future of London. It
may be doubted whether, even with the help of the survey, the
authorities would have been able to redistribute sites, but,
until their recording was abandoned, a new ground plan was
still just possible. The Privy Council might have reversed its
earlier decision, or modified it to allow for the replanning of
part of the burnt area, say that west of the city wall. The
absence of a survey resolved all such possibilities. Without it
redistribution of properties was impossible. Failing redistri-
bution land could only be acquired for improvements by means
of direct purchase. Something might be done by isolated
exchanges,1 but, apart from that, compensation would have to
be paid in actual cash to those expropriated for the public
benefit. From this time forward the extent of the improvement
possible was clearly defined by the funds available to pay for it.

1 Part of the land for the extension of Leadenhall Market was acquired in this way.
on this basis, assuming fourteen working days between November 2oth and December
5th, the City must have employed over one hundred men on the job - a striking proof
of its wish for speed.